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Abstract

Background: The purpose of the article is to reveal the legal regulation of
the interaction of the police, the prosecutor’s office, the state border guard
service of Ukraine and the state criminal executive service of Ukraine in
combating organized criminal offenses related to plundering, illicit trade
of weapons and drugs, terrorism and illegal crossing of the state border
of Ukraine.

Methods: In accordance with the purpose and objectives of the research,
the dissertation used a system of scientific methods of cognition. Among
them are general scientific methods, methods of management, sociology,
law, as well as special methodological principles of studying the legal
regulation of the interaction of the police, prosecutor’s office and the
state border service of Ukraine in combating organized criminal offenses
related to plundering, illicit trade of weapons and drugs, terrorism and
illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine.

Results: According to the results of the study, the social danger of these
phenomena in war conditions is characterized and defined, the persons
who commit them are highlighted and war is identified as the main factor
in changes in the quantitative and qualitative parameters of crime.

The work provides a distribution of measures to prevent organized
criminal offenses related to plundering, illicit trade of weapons and drugs,
terrorism and illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine and strategies
to reduce opportunities for committing crimes.

Conclusion: The study highlights the main directions and means of
interaction between the police, the prosecutor’s office and the state border
service of Ukraine in combating offenses related to organized criminal
offenses related to plundering, illicit trade of weapons and drugs. The
results of the study emphasize that the interaction between police units
with the bodies of the state border service of Ukraine and the prosecutor’s
office during the detection and suppression of organized criminal offenses
related to plundering, illicit trade of weapons and drugs, terrorism and
illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine. The crime reduction strategy
should be based on the use of a combination of overt and undertow means
of counteraction; have a large-scale, complex, well-planned and organized

planned and organized nature, focused on reducing the level
of these types of crime as a prerequisite for the existence of
other anti-social manifestations.
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Introduction

The war in Ukraine led to a whole set of changes in socio-
economic, geopolitical and socio-psychological life.
Destroyed cities and industrial facilities, a large number
of refugees, loss of jobs completely changed the way of
life and quality of life of Ukrainian citizens. The negative
consequences of the war were also manifested in the nature
and quantitative and qualitative parameters of crime.
New forms and types of traditionally committed crimes
appeared; the structure and degree of danger of committed
crimes changed. In the conditions of war, crime became
more sophisticated and organized. In the structure of crime,
the most widespread and socially dangerous crimes were
organized criminal offenses related to plundering, illicit
trade of weapons and drugs, terrorism and illegal crossings
of the state border of Ukraine. The listed crimes, by the
specifics of the commission, the list of offenders, the
number of persons involved in illegal activities, began to
bear the signs of cross-border crime. The listed criminal
offenses have always been considered to be of increased
public danger, but in war conditions, taking into account
the devastating consequences for the country, their
public danger has significantly increased. Against this
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background, the fight against these phenomena has ceased
to be the concern of only the police and special units and the
prevention of these phenomena should be comprehensive
and systematic in nature, using the efforts of many subjects
of counteraction to such activities. In this regard, the
solution of scientific tasks related to the establishment of
effective interaction between the police, the prosecutor’s
office and the state border service of Ukraine in the work
on countering offenses related to plundering and illegal
crossing of the state border of Ukraine is becoming
relevant. This and much more determine the significant
relevance and purpose of our research, which requires the
study of issues related to the systematization of scientific
knowledge on the interaction of the police, prosecutor’s
office and the state border service of Ukraine in combating
organized criminal offenses related to plundering, illicit
trade of weapons and drugs, terrorism and illegal crossing
of the state border of Ukraine.

Materials and Methods

In accordance with the purpose and objectives of the study,
the article uses a system of scientific methods of cognition.
Among them are general scientific methods, methods of
management science, sociology, law, as well as special
methodological principles for studying the legal regulation
of the interaction of the police, prosecutor’s office and the
state border service of Ukraine in combating organized
criminal offenses related to plundering, illicit trade in
weapons and drugs, terrorism and illegal crossing of the
state border of Ukraine.

The main one in this system is the general scientific
dialectical method, which contributed to the consideration
and study of the problem in the unity of its social content
and legal form and the implementation of a systematic
analysis of the legal regulation of the interaction of the
police, prosecutor’s office and the state border service of
Ukraine in combating organized criminal offenses related
to plundering, illicit trade in weapons and drugs, terrorism
and illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine.

Using the logical-semantic method, the conceptual
apparatus was deepened and the scientific foundations of
the study of the legal regulation of the interaction of the
police, the prosecutor’s office and the state border service
of Ukraine in combating organized criminal offenses
related to plundering, illicit trade in weapons and drugs,
terrorism and illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine
were determined. System-structural and comparative-legal
methods allowed us to study the legal regulation of the
interaction of the police, the prosecutor’s office and the state
border service of Ukraine in combating organized criminal
offenses related to plundering, illicit trade in weapons and
drugs, terrorism and illegal crossing of the state border of
Ukraine.

The formal-legal method was used to study the content of
legal norms that are the legislative basis for the interaction
of'the police, prosecutor’s office and the state border service
of Ukraine in combating organized criminal offenses related

to plundering, illicit trade of weapons and drugs, terrorism
and illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine.

A comparative analysis of the legal regulation of the
interaction of the police, prosecutor’s office and the state
border service of Ukraine in combating organized criminal
offenses related to plundering, illicit trade of weapons and
drugs, terrorism and illegal crossing of the state border of
Ukraine allowed us to study the evolution of the regulation
of this area abroad, to identify the main modern approaches
and the possibilities of their application in Ukraine.

Results and Discussion

In our publications, we have repeatedly addressed the
problems of the need for interaction between police units
with the bodies of the state border service of Ukraine and
the prosecutor’s office and other state and law enforcement
agencies in preventing various types of criminal offenses [1-
8]. This part of our search will be a kind of generalization of
many years of work by a number of scientists in the context
of the importance of interaction between various subjects
of combating criminal offenses during the detection and
suppression of some of the most widespread and dangerous
manifestations in modern conditions, namely organized
criminal offenses related to plundering, gunrunning,
terrorism and illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine
and the temporary demarcation line. The fact is that it has
long become a sad reality and even more so in times of
war, that many types of crime have become a phenomenon
that knows no borders, because today this phenomenon
“successfully” overcomes any interstate barriers. In
this perspective organized criminal offenses related to
plundering, illicit trade of weapons and drugs, terrorism and
illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine have turned
out to be dangerous varieties of today’s social pathology.
This negatively affects the criminogenic situation in our
country, especially in its border regions. Ignoring state
borders, domestic and foreign criminality establishes and
strengthens mutually beneficial cross-border criminal
ties; develops new markets for the illegal sale of goods
and services, uses the imperfections and discrepancies
of the provisions of national legislative systems to evade
responsibility, actively uses transnational corruption in this
phenomenon, etc. Therefore, organized criminal offenses
related to plundering, illicit trade of weapons and drugs,
terrorism and illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine
are becoming increasingly widespread.

The social danger of these crimes lies in the fact that they not
only encroach on public safety and peace of the population,
their health and, in general, on order in the country, but
are the foundation for other types of crimes-murders,
plundering of narcotics, weapons, human trafficking, etc. At
the same time, illegal migration of the population, the scale
of which is not even amenable to precise determination at
the present time, openness and transparency of borders,
freedom of movement as a significant manifestation of
democratic values of modern man have led to the fact that
individuals can commit crimes in different countries, hide
from justice in other states, etc.
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Let us recall that one of the most important subjects of
counteraction to organized criminal offenses related to
plundering, illicit trade of weapons and drugs, terrorism
and illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine is the
police, the prosecutor’s office and the state border service
of Ukraine. Not only the state of prevention of these crimes,
but also the general state of law and order in the border
territories and in the country as a whole depend on their
activities and effective interaction.

At the same time, miscalculations in preventing organized
criminal offenses related to plundering, illicit trade of
weapons and drugs, terrorism and illegal crossing of the
state border of Ukraine lead to difficulties in combating
various types of organized crime, in particular, trafficking
in human beings, stolen vehicles, excisable goods and
nuclear materials and also complicate the identification and
prosecution of persons who are trying to evade justice by
hiding in other countries.

It would be interesting to note that according to the degree
of involvement in the above-mentioned activities as a
branch of cross-border criminal business and therefore the
level of social danger of criminal behavior, the following
classes of guilty persons have been divided:

*  Whoillegally transported their relatives or close friends
across the state border of Ukraine in the absence of a
selfish motive.

*  Who committed a crime based on sympathy for
persons they had not met before.

*  Who are situational self-serving criminals.

*  Who are constantly engaged in illegal plundering of
persons across the state border of Ukraine on a paid
basis.

The results of research on a similar topic have shown
that the decisive role in the illegal plundering of persons
across the state border of Ukraine as a component of the
international migration industry is played by criminals of
the fourth class, while among those convicted under Art.
332 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, the third class is
mostly represented.

In 2023, 7,344 cases of administrative offenses related to
the illegal production, acquisition, storage, transportation
and transfer of narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances
without the purpose of sale in small quantities were
pending in courts in Ukraine (Article 44 of the Code of
Administrative Offenses), of which 6,063 cases were
considered and relevant decisions were made [9-11].

A significant gap in preventive activities is the weak
interaction between the national police, the prosecutor’s
office, the state border service of Ukraine, as well as local
executive authorities. Thus, modern studies show that when
preventing plundering and illegal border crossing, border
service units most often cooperate with migration authorities
(62.7%), less often with city and district police agencies,
into whose territory migrants and smuggled goods enter
(12.1%); with criminal enforcement structures (24.3%), as

well as with criminal investigation units (17.2%). Almost
every second border service employee does not interact
with police authorities and no facts of interaction with other
state authorities have been established at all.

Establishing  departmental and  interdepartmental
interaction. Paraphrasing A.M. Babenko and VI. Zhenuntia,
we note that effective counteraction to organized criminal
offenses related to plundering, gunrunning, terrorism and
illegal crossing of the state border of Ukraine should be
large-scale, comprehensive, well-planned and organized
in nature, aimed at eradicating this type of crime as a
prerequisite for other anti-social manifestations.

Generalization of scientific literature, the experience of
law enforcement activities and the results of the analysis
of regulatory legal acts, it was established that police units
in cooperation with the bodies of the state border service of
Ukraine and the prosecutor’s office in combating offenses
related to organized criminal offenses related to plundering,
illicit trade of weapons and drugs, terrorism and illegal
crossing of the state border of Ukraine should solve the
following tasks: Analysis and assessment of the operational
situation in the field of offenses related to plundering, illicit
trade of weapons, terrorism and illegal crossing of the state
border of Ukraine; accounting and exchange of information
regarding the most likely places of such activity;
forecasting trends in the development of these phenomena;
identifying and accounting for persons who engage
in such illegal activities; establishing and exchanging
information regarding travel routes; determining priority
areas of combating organized criminal offenses related to
plundering, gunrunning, terrorism and illegal crossing of
the state border of Ukraine; comprehensive planning of the
activities of city and district bodies and ensuring interaction
between the executors of the planned measures; identifying
and eliminating the causes and conditions of criminal
offenses related to organized criminal offenses related to
plundering, gunrunning, terrorism and illegal crossing
of the state border of Ukraine; highlighting the results of
combating these crimes in the media [12-15].

An important place in combating criminal offenses related
to organized criminal offenses related to plundering,
gunrunning, terrorism and illegal crossing of the state
border of Ukraine and illegal crossing of the temporary
demarcation line is given to the establishment of interaction
between territorial police units with various services of the
state border service of Ukraine and with the prosecutor’s
office.

The establishment of effective interaction makes it possible
to achieve better results in preventing, stopping and solving
crimes of this category, serves as the basis for combining
efforts for purposeful work, skillful determination of its
main directions, avoidance of duplication and better use of
the capabilities of each service [16-20].

Among the main forms of interaction between police units
with the bodies of the state border service of Ukraine and
the prosecutor’s office during the detection and suppression
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of organized criminal offenses related to plundering,
gunrunning, terrorism and illegal crossing of the state
border of Ukraine and the temporary demarcation line, the
following can be distinguished:

*  Organization of joint development and implementation
of comprehensive preventive and operational
measures.

* Joint planning of individual measures determined by
the dynamics of changes in the operational situation to
detect and stop illegal actions.

e Use of the necessary assistance of structural and
special units of the police and the state border service
in carrying out measures to detect and detain criminals.

*  Use of the capabilities of structural units to identify
persons who can be expected to commit crimes related
to plundering and illegal crossing of the state border
of Ukraine and illegal crossing of the temporary
demarcation line.

* Exchange of information between police units,
bodies of the state border service of Ukraine and the
prosecutor’s office regarding the places of commission
of organized criminal offenses related to plundering
and illicit trade of weapons (Figure 1) [21-26].
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Figure 1: Cases of administrative violations under review and cases
resolved, 2019-2024

Conclusion

Summarizing the above, we note that the interaction
between police units with the bodies of the state border
service of Ukraine and the prosecutor’s office during the
detection and suppression of organized criminal offenses
related to plundering, gunrunning, terrorism and illegal
crossing of the state border of Ukraine and the temporary
demarcation line should be based on the application of a
whole complex of measures based on interaction with all
internal and relevant external law enforcement entities.

These measures are combined into a comprehensive,
planned application of overt and covert means; they should
be large-scale, well-organized and planned; such measures
are focused on eliminating the causes and conditions
of illegal activity and are also focused on reducing the
opportunities for committing criminal offenses. The positive
consequences of such activities include an increase in the
level of protection of society from the risk of becoming
a victim of criminal offenses, as well as a decrease in the
level of organized criminal offenses related to plundering,
gunrunning, terrorism and illegal crossing of the state
border of Ukraine and the temporary demarcation line.
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